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Me and Samson Occom:

My Slow Enlightenment

 1960s—at Dartmouth (BA in English)

 1970s—at Brown (PhD in American Studies)

 1980s—at Connecticut College (teaching 

American Lit and American studies)

 1982: publication of Occom’s “Short Narrative” by 

Bernd Peyer

 1989: publication of Peyers’s “Betrayal of Samson 

Occom” in DAM

 1990s—at Hofstra (teaching American Lit, 

American Studies, and Native American Lit)

 1997—Alumni Club meeting in Norwich, CT
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BAKER LIBRARY WINDVANE 1928

Dismounted 2020



Walter Beach Humphrey

MURAL OF ELEAZAR WHEELOCK, 1938

Basement of Thayer (removed 2018)



Occom/Wheelock/Dartmouth timeline

1711: Eleazar Wheelock born in Windham CT 

1723: Samson Occom born in Mohegan

1733: EW graduates Yale 

1734: Becomes pastor at 2nd Congo in Lebanon CT 

1730s and 1740s: First Great Awakening

1743: Wheelock becomes involved in Great Awakening  

1740: Occom converts

1745-48:                                       Occom studies with Wheelock

1751: Occom to Montauk, marries

1753: Wheelock founds Moor’s Indian Charity School in Lebanon Crank, CT

1750s: Occom to Oneidas

1759: Occom ordained

1763: Occom moves back to Mohegan 

1766-67: Occom in Britain raising funds for Wheelock’s project

1768: Occom writes short narrative

1769: Occom intoxicated in public

1769: Wheelock “founds” Dartmouth

1771: Occom’s angry letter to Wheelock

1779: Wheelock dies in Hanover

1780s: Occom helps found Brotherton 

1789: Occom moves family to Brotherton NY

1792: Occom dies in New Stockbridge NY

1831: Mohegan Cong. Church founded

1839 B-town Indians accept US citizenship



Map of Connecticut 1766



Model of traditional wigwam dwelling
Tantaquidgeon Museum, Uncasville



WHEELOCK HOMESTEAD, Columbia Green, c. 1735



The Shepherd’s Tent

Truman Street, New London, c.1730



MOOR’S INDIAN CHARITY SCHOOL

Columbia Green, 19th Century



John Warner Barber, Panorama of Columbia, CT, 1835



The Landmark Building, Columbia

incorporating 1720s meeting house



OCCOM HOMESTEAD

Mohegan (Montville, CT) 1760s



Samson Occom

“An Indian priest” 1750s

by Nathaniel Smibert 



Jonathan Silbury Joseph Steward

Samson Occom Eleazar Wheelock

Mezzotint after Mason Chamberlin, 1768 1790s



Adna Tenney, American (1810 – 1900 
Portrait of Samson Occom
after Jonathan Spilsbury, English
(c. 1739 – 1807) 
after Mason Chamberlin, English 
(1727 – 1787)



WHEELOCK MONUMENT

Columbia Green

CT Colonial Dames, 1949







OCCOM BARK BOX

Tantaquidgeon Museum

Uncasville CT



Tantaquidgeon Museum, Uncasville, CT



Highway MARKER  Brothertown, NY 



OCCOM GRAVE SITE  Brotherton, NY



Mohegan Congregational 

Church, 1831 Restored 2003



BROTHERTON PROCLAMATION 

Samson Occom Day 

July  14  (2020)



Commemorative 

Occom Doll

Brotherton, WI





Book of Hymns by Occom

Published in New London 1774



Timothy Green Building

State Street, New London, CT, 18c.



Having Seen and heard Several 

representations, in England and Scotland, 

made by Some gentlemen in America, 

Concerning me, and Finding many gross 

mistakes in their Accounts, I thought it my 

Duty to give a Short Plain and honest Account 

of myself, that those who may hereafter See 

it, may Know the Truth Concerning me. ——

Though it is against my mind to give a 

history of myself and publish it whilst I am 

alive, Yet to do Justice to myself and to those 

who may desire to know some thing 

concerning me— and for the Honor 

of Religion I will venture to give a Short 

Narrative of my Life. ——
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