
Greetings from Hanover:

As we approach our 40th reunion, the Reunion Giving Committee has set a goal of $2 million dollars for 
the Class.  This is a reachable goal, well within the giving capacity of our classmates.  However, some have 
suggested that Dartmouth alumni should withhold their contributions in protest of the recent Trustee decision 
regarding governance.  I find those suggestions unfortunate 
and misguided.

It seems to me that the way to determine whether the Board of Trustees is fulfilling its fiduciary responsibilities 
and providing wise stewardship of the College is to assess how well the College is doing.  By almost any 
standard, Dartmouth is as strong an institution as it has ever been, and in my opinion, the “heart and soul” of the 
College is much as it has always been.

The “heart and soul” of the College are the students –bright, energetic, enthusiastic, talented, caring students 
who bring great credit to the College; who are extraordinarily happy here, are more than satisfied with their 
overall Dartmouth experience, and who graduate from Dartmouth with one of the best undergraduate educations 
in the country.

The “heart and soul” of the College is the faculty – outstanding men and women who have a passion for both 
teaching and scholarship, who seem to have found the right balance between the two, thereby securing for the 
College what may be a unique niche in higher education.  The faculty is easily the most accessible faculty in the 
Ivy League, and they enhance the educational experience for students both inside and outside of the classroom. 

The “heart and soul” of the College are the traditions and experiences that help make the College what it is 
today: the DOC and Freshman Trips; a Greek system that has never been stronger (60% of all Dartmouth 
students join a CFS organization); a renaissance in the athletic and recreational programs, best exemplified by 
the over $80 million that the current administration has committed to new and renovated facilities; the foreign 
study program that is the most extensive in the Ivy League; outstanding institutions within the College  such as 
the Hood Museum , the Hopkins Center, the Tucker Foundation, the Dickey Endowment and the Rockefeller 
Center which provide students with internships and opportunities that enrich their Dartmouth experience; 
need-blind admissions that ensures the best and the brightest have an opportunity to attend Dartmouth without 
regard to their financial means. These are just some of the factors that go into creating the overall “Dartmouth 
Experience”, an experience in which all alumni can take pride.  
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Some may disagree about the current state of the College, and those things that I refer to as the “heart and soul” 
of the College.  After all, reasonable people can disagree.  Perhaps there is little I can say that will persuade 
them otherwise. But don’t just rely on my observations. Take some time to talk to those people who are at the 
“heart and soul” of the institution – the students and faculty.  I am confident that they will echo my sentiments.

These are just some of the reasons why Dartmouth has my support.  Is there room for improvement at the 
College?  Certainly - no institution is perfect.  But to quote T.J. Rodgers ’70 from his Wall Street Journal 
interview of several months ago:  “Dartmouth is the best undergraduate school in the world.”  It seems to me 
that alone is more than sufficient reason to support the College.  And Dartmouth continues to need our financial 
support as we compete with institutions that are far richer than we are. So when you are solicited for a gift for 
the 40th Reunion Giving Program, please dig deep for a College that has meant so much to so many.

Editors Note: The 68 Transmission welcomes all comments on this “editorial”, positive or negative. Responses 
will be included in the next issue of the newsletter.

The remainder of this special newsletter is given over to the class directory that we hope you will find useful, 
and perhaps inspire you to return for our 40th Reunion in June. 

Happy Holidays to you and yours.

Until next time…
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